Brief comment text:

Please DO NOT Give the Tech privileges they do not deserve.   I am a VE and teach tech classes and many in my classes immediately  start study for the General and upgrade in a short period of time.  The General is not that hard once one passes the Tech.   This to me appears to be a ploy by the manufactures to sell more radios just like the doing away with  the code requirements.   This attempt to make everybody equal is removing competitiveness in the ham community and will only congest the already crowded General portion of the band.  If you are so naive to believe they will only use 200 watts, you are dreaming.   Please do not fall for this fallacy it will not work and will only deteriorate the 75 and 40 meter bands in a time when band conditions are poor. They are overcrowded now and will be a disaster in a few years when the sunspot activity  increases and the bands  are more efficient.   73
